
 
 
 
 
 
 

NORTH DAKOTA YOUTH POLICY NETWORK 
 

GOALS OF THE YOUTH POLICY NETWORK 
 
 

Overall Vision:  North Dakota’s vision is for youth to reach their full potential as 
healthy, caring, educated, productive, and responsible individuals.   
 
GOALS BY DOMAIN: 
 
Social, Emotional, and Behavioral Health:  All youth experience positive social, 
emotional, and behavioral health. 
 
Learning and Employment: All youth reach their developmental potential, make 
educational progress, and are prepared for successful careers. 
 
Safety and Injury Prevention: All youth live in safe environment. 
 
Youth and Families: All youth are supported by healthy adults and health peer 
relationships. 
 
Physical Health: All youth are physically healthy and have access to appropriate health 
care. 
 
Community:  All youth live in communities that promote positive child and family 
development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

NORTH DAKOTA YOUTH POLICY NETWORK 
 

SOCIAL, EMOTIONAL, AND BEHAVIORAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
 

Goal:   All youth experience positive social, emotional, and behavioral health. 
 
Indicators: 
 
Decrease the incidence of disciplinary action (suspension and expulsion) in school 
settings. 
 
Decrease in alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use by youth. 
 
Reduce the percent of suicides by youth. 
 
Reduce the percent of juvenile delinquency and habitual delinquency. 
 
Increase the percent of youth exhibiting tolerance, diversity and acceptance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

NORTH DAKOTA YOUTH POLICY NETWORK 
 

LEARNING AND EMPLOYMENT 
 

Goal:  All youth reach their developmental potential, make educational progress, and are 
prepared for successful careers. 
 
 
Indicators: 
 
Increase the percent of children who are ready to enter school. 
 
Increase the percent of students meeting or exceeding established standards at grade 
level. 
 
Increase in consistent school attendance. 
 
Increase the percent of youth prepared for post secondary education and training and a 
career. 
 
Increase the percent of youth who report commitment or attachment to their school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

NORTH DAKOTA YOUTH POLICY NETWORK 
 

SAFETY AND INJURY PREVENTION 
 
 

Goal:  All youth live in a safe environment. 
 
 
Indicators: 
 
Decrease in the incidence f child abuse, neglect, exploitation and relationship violence. 
 
Decrease in the percent of hospitalizations due to injury. 
 
Decrease in the percent of youth who are exposed to or are victims of violence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

NORTH DAKOTA YOUTH POLICY NETWORK 
 

YOUTH AND FAMILIES 
 
 

Goal:  All youth are supported by health adults and healthy peer relationships. 
 
 
Indicators: 
 
Increase in the percent of North Dakota working families who are economically self-
supporting. 
 
Increase in the percent of families that have healthy child-parent relationships. 
 
Decrease the proportion of youth with favorable attitudes toward problem behavior. 
 
Decrease the percent of youth reporting friends who engage in problem behavior. 
 
Increase the percent of youth reporting positive relationships with caring adults. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
NORTH DAKOTA YOUTH POLICY NETWORK 

 
PHYSICAL HEALTH 

 
 

Goal:  All youth are physically healthy and have access to appropriate health care. 
 
 
Indicators: 
 
Increase in the percent of healthy live births. 
 
Decrease the rate of pregnancies and repeat pregnancies among teens. 
 
Decrease the percent of youth contracting a sexually transmitted disease. 
 
Increase the percent of low income youth participating in available nutritional programs. 
 
Increase the percent of youth who receive age appropriate immunization. 
 
Increase the number of youth who have access to quality health care (i. e. are insured). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

NORTH DAKOTA YOUTH POLICY NETWORK 
 

COMMUNITY 
 
 

Goal:  All youth live in communities that promote positive child and family 
development. 
 
 
Indicators:   
 
Increase the number of affordable, accessible quality child care options from birth 
through pre-kindergarten. 
 
Increase in the availability of affordable, accessible quality out-of-school time activities. 
 
Increase the percent of businesses with paid parental leave policies. 
 
Increase the availability of service learning opportunities. 
 
Reduce the availability of alcohol, tobacco, and other illicit drugs. 
 
Reduce the rate of vandalism. 
 
Reduce the rate of unemployment of youth 18 years of age and older. 
 
Decrease the availability of illegal weapons.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

NORTH DAKOTA YOUTH POLICY NETWORK 
 

ISSUES FACING YOUTH IN NORTH DAKOTA 
 
 
 

North Dakota is a rural state with 634,000 populations.  The state is geographically 
diverse with over two-thirds of the population living in the northeast and southeast 
quadrants.  There are four major population center communities in North Dakota.  
(Fargo-Moorhead; Grand Forks – East Grand Forks, Bismarck – Mandan, and Minot). 
Other communities considered population centers include:  Williston, Dickinson, 
Jamestown, and Devils Lake. 
 
There are ____children and youth living in North Dakota including  _____children 
between the ages of 10 to 14 and ____ between the ages of 15 –19.  North Dakota youth 
is primarily Caucasian.  This is changing in our Metropolitan area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


